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REVISED UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES DILIMAN

|

STUDENT ELECTION CODE!

GENERAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 1

Section 1. Title. This Code shall be krown as the “University Student Electoral

Code” #w

Section 2*€ovetage. This Code shall govern elections to the Unuversity Student

Council in the “University of the Philippines in Diliman.”

Section 3. Definition of Terms.

a.) College Student Council. This shall refer to the duly constituted central

student organization of a degree granting unit; provided that “degree-

w &

granting” as used in the preceding clause shall refer to an academic unit
that offers at least a degree program.
b.) University Student Council. This shall refer to the University Student

»

Council (as distinguished from any College Student Council in the
University of the Philippines Diliman as defined in. letter (d) Section 3 of

Article 1 of the University Student Election Code.
c.) University Student Council Elections. This shall refer to elections to all the

positions in the Universit)‘g Student Council, which are Chairperson, Vice-
Chairperson, University Councilors and College Representatives.
d.) University of the Philippines in Diliman or UP Diliman. This shall refer to

the Univessity of the Philippines as composed of all units located in

Diliman only.

Section 4. Declaration of Objectives. The objectives of this Code are:

a.) To institute a manner of election that shall uphold the autonomous,
democratic and representative character of the University Student

Council.

b.) To provide safeguards desigred to ensure orderly and properiy

coordinated elections;

¢.) To ensure that real and basic issues in elections are clarified;
d.) To regulate election expenditures;

! Revision finalized by the Centennial University Student Council (USC) on January 2009. This Code

Weotporites provisions ol the previous Electoral Code. as well as the Revised and Addinonal Guide

adopted for the previous USC elections.
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e.) To define the qualifications of electors and candidates for elective
positions;

£) To prescribe basic election rules, procedures, and other guidelines from
the filing of certificates of candidacy to the settlement of post-election
protests; and » :

g) To define the creation, composition, and functions of the University
Student Electoral Tribunal, University Student Electoral Board and the
College Student Electoral Boards ’

¢ :
b

: ARTICLEII
Sus e ELECTIVE POSITIONS

Section 1. Composition of the University Student Council.
The University Student Council shall be composed of a Chairperson and a Vice-
Chairperson, twelve University Councilors all elected at large, and one
representative per 2,000 students or less for each degree granting unit, provided
that each of such, units with a population greater than 2,000 students shall be
entitled to an additional college representative for every 2,000 students in excess
of the first 2,000 as stated in Section 1, Article VI of the University Student
Council Constitution.

Section 2. College Representatives. Each degree-graniing
college/school/institute/unit in the University of the Philippines in Diliman
shall have a college representative who shall be elected by the qualified electors
of the college/schocl/ institute/unit;

Section 3. Graduate School Council and Graduate School Representative. Each
graduate school/institute shall have a Representative in the Graduate School
Council. Members of the Graduate School Council shall elect one member to be a
Graduate School Representative to the USC which shall have the same powers
and duties as College Representatives as provided for in the University Student
Council Constitution.

Section 4. Exceptions in the Computation of Enrollment Size. Students falling
under any of the following categories shall be excluded in the computaticn of
enrollment size of the unit as a basis for the determination of the number of
College Representatives of the unit;

a) Those under suspension up to or beyond the end of the semester at
the time of elections; and

b) Cross-registrants in the unit from another/other units of the
University of the Philippines System.
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Section 5. Term of Office. The duly elected officers of members of the University
Student courcil shall hold office for one academic year, including the summer
term, to commence from the tima they take their oath of office until the next set
of officers and other members of the University Student Council for the
succeading academic year shall have qualified and shall have been officially
declared likewise by the University Student Electoral Board; unless sooner
terminated in accordance with the provisions of Article II, Section 5 and 6.

g
‘:.’

Section 6. Cessation of Tenure. The term of office of any incumbent officer or
memberof the.University Siudent Council shall au tomatically terminate for any
of the causes specified hereunder: '

a.) Upon unconditional confirmation by the Board of Regents of his
graduation; provided, that if such confirmation takes place within one
month immediately prior to the date of the general commencement
exercises of the University, the automatic termination of term of his office
shall take effect on the day following such commencement exercises

b.) Upon final approval by a competent college authority of his application
for leave of absence;

¢.) Upon disqualification from re-enrollment for any semester or term during
the academic year in his current academic program for scholastic reasons:
Provided: That the automatic termination of his term of office shali take
effect upon receipt of a written notice of disqualification issued by the
Office of the Dean or the Office of the College Secretary in the college/ unit
where he was last enrolled in;

d) Upon his receipt of written notice, issued by a competent
college/ university authority, of any of the following:

1. Honorable dismiscal or

2. Suspension (i.e. as distinguished from mere preventive suspension
for more than one month, or -

3. Expulsion/dishonorable dismissal

Reconsideration of any of the actions specified in ARTICLE il, Section 5,
paragraphs (c) to (d) above by the appropriate authorities shall operate as a
reinstatement in office, unless, in the meantime, another person shall have
assumed permanently the office vacated.

Section 7. Filling of Vacancy. Vacancies arising from causes specified in the
preceding section shall be filled in the following manner:
a.) If the office vacated is that of Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson shall
automatically assume office as the Chairperson.
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b.) If the office vacated is that of Vice-Chairperson either because of
assumption of offices as Chairperson by the incumbent Vice-Chairperson
pursuant to paragraph (a) above or by reasons or causes specified in the
preceding section, the University Student Council shall elect from among
the University Councilors a New Vice-Chairperson.

c.) On the matter of filling up of vacancies for the position of Councilor and
College Representative, it shall be done in the manner prescribed in
Article VI, Segtion 4, letters (c) to (d) of the University Student Council
Constitution.

d.) No position other than that of Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and that of
Coftege Representative vacated on or after January 1 likewise for any the
forgoing reasons/excuses shall be filled; Provided, that anyone assuming
a vacated position pursuant to this section shall serve for the unexpired
term only.

ARTICLE III :
. QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES

Section 1. To qualify for any of the University Student Council positions, a*
candidate must possess/satisfy the following qualifications:

a.) He must be of good academic standing as defined by the University of the
Philippines System Code;

b.) He must carry the normal load prescribed by his college during the
semester of the elections; and

c.) He must not have been found guilty in any disciplinary case of any act
involving moral turpitude as defined in the Revised Penal Code.

ARTICLE IV
QUALIFICATION OF ELECTORS

Section 1. General Qualifications. To qualify as an elector in the general
elections, a student must be duly-registered in an undergraduate or graduate or
certificate, or diploma degree program in a degree granting unit in the
University of the Philippines in Diliman, subject to the following conditions:
(a) A student enrolled in two or more colleges/ institutions /1nits
(e.g., as in the case of a cross-registrant) shall be qualified as an
elector and shall be registered (as such elector) only in the
college/unit where he is primarily enrolled.
(b) An “Office of the University Registrar (OUR),” “non-degree,” or
“no degree” student shall be considered elector of the college
where majority of the units of the said student are enrolled.
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(c) A student who is serving a penalty of suspension (as
distinguished from more preventive suspension) as of the day
of the elections shall not be qualified as elector.

Section 2. Graduate Students. Graduate students shall be qualified as electors
and shall be registered (as such elector) only in the graduate school/institute
where they are primarily enrolled.
ARTICLEV
b “STUDENT ELECTORAL BOARDS

Scction 1.4Somposition of the Unriversily Student Electoral Board. There shall
be a University Student Electoral Board composed of the Vice Chancellor for
Student Affairs as ex-officio Chairperson, two faculty members and-two students
who shall be selected by the outgoing officers and other members of the
University Student Council.

Section 2. Functions of the University Student Electoral Board. This Board shall
perform the followihg functions:

a.) To formulate and impiement, consistently with the provisions cf this
Code, such as implementing rules, regulations, and procedures as are
necessary for the proper conduct and coordination of University Student
Council elections;

b.) To supervise and coordinate the conduct of the University Student
Council elections;

c.) To decide cases of violations of the provisions of this Code, the
implemented rules, regulations, and procedures adopted by the Board as
provided for herein above.

d.) To process certificates of candidacy and other forms for University
Student Council positions;

e.) To settle questions/queries (as distinguished from protests or cases of
violations) regarding the provisions of this Code or the implementing
rules, regulations, and procedures adopted by the board as provided
hereinabove; ’

f.) To disqualify any candidate for any University Student Council position
prior to the officially prescribed starting time of the general elections for
any of the following reasons:

1. Failure of the candidate to submit any of the requirements
prescribed in ARTICLE VII, Sections 1 and 2 below;
2. Deficiency in any of the submitted requirements.

The decision of the University Student Electoral Board pursuant to
ARTICLE V, Section 2, paragraglgcf above shall be final: Provided, that
OWET S/
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where the case falls under the category of misinterpretation of facts,
falsification of/tampering with official records, or the like, the Board shall
submit the case to the University Electoral Tribunal for appropriate action.

g.) To canvass election returns for University Student Council pcsitions
transmitied to it by the various College Electora! Boards and proclaim
winning candidates. ‘

Section 3. Composition of College Student Electoral Boards. There shall be a
College,.. Student” Electoral Board in each degree-granting
college/school/institute/unit in the University of the Philippines Diliman,
composed.of . the College Secretary as ex-officio Chairperson, two faculty
members of the college/school/institute/unit, and two students who shall be
selected by the College Student Council of the unit, or by the Univeérsity Electoral
Board in case there is no duly-constituied College Student Council therein;:
Provided, that all questions regarding the creation/selection and composition of
any College Student Electoral Board shall be referred to the body that
created/selected it whose decision thereon shall be final.

In case there is already an existing electoral board in a particular .
college/unit as of the issuance of this Code, said board shall serve as the unit’s
College Student Electoral board prescribed in this Code and shall discharge the
functions‘ of the College Student Electoral Board provided for in ARTICLE V,
Section 5 and elsewhere in this Code.

Section 4. Qualifications of the Members of the University Student Electoral
Boards. No member of the Board shall be invelved in any partisan political
activity while serving in the Board, except to vote, as in the case of the student
members. The student members must be qualified electors in their respective
units and must not be candidates for any position in the University Student
Council or any College Student Council, nor be accredited as officers of any
University-wide or college-wide political party while they are part of the Board.

Section 5. Functions of College Student Electoral Boards.

a.) To formulate and implement, consistently with the provisions of this
Code, the implementing rules, regulations, and procedures adopted by
the University Student Electoral Board as provided for hereinabove, and
such implementing rules, regulations, and procedures as are necessary for
the proper conduct and coordination of University Student Council
elections within their respective units;

b.) To supervise and coordinate the conduct of the University Student
Council elections in their respective units;

c.) To institute before the University Student Electoral Board, cases of
violations in their respective grj}tg&ff/{\l}&g provisions of this Code and the
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implementing rules, regulations, and procedures adopted by them as well
as those adopted by the University Student Electoral Board as provided
for hereinabove, without prejudice to the right of the individual
candidates, or qualified electors, tc do the same;

d.) To count and canvass the ballots cast within their respective units; and

e.) To transmit to the University Student Electoral Board the election returns
together with a complete report on the conduct of elections in their
respective units.
Kot -

Article VI
PR Election Calendar

Section 1. Determination of Date of Elections. The University Student Electoral
Board shall determine the day of the University Student Council Elections:
Provided, that said elections shall be held not later than the &st week of March.
Section 2. Election Period. The election period shall start on the first day for
filing of certificates of candidacy and last for not more than five weeks, unless
extended by the University Student Electoral Board. I T .
Section 3. First Week Schedule. The schedule of activities for the first week of
the Election period shall include the foliowing:
a.) Filing of certificates of candidacy;
b.) Submission of bio-data and pictures of candidates for the common leaflets;
c.) Payment of monetary contributions to the University Student Electoral
Board prescribed in Arti€le VIII, Section 3 below and
d.) Submission of copies of party platforms or individual platforms in the
case of independent candidates.

Section 4. Second Week Schedule. The schedule of activities for the second week
of the election period shall include the following:
a.) Release of the official list of candidates; and
b.) Filing of complaints against candidates with the University Student
Electoral Board: provided, that such complaints filed after the second
week shall not be considered nor entertained.

Section 5. Third Through Fourth Week Schedule. The schedule of activities for
the third and fourth weeks of the election period shall include the following:

a.) Start of the official campaign period;

b.) Release of the common leaflets and putting up of the common

billboards;
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c.) Holding a University convocation for the purpose of presenting all the
official University Student Council candidates subject to Article VIII,
Section 5 below; and A

d.) Holding of college convocations (one in each unit) likewise for the
purposé of presenting all the official University Student Council .
candidates, and subject to Article VIII, Section 5 below.

Article VII
P ‘ Certificate of Candidacy

Section 1lekiling of Certificates of Candidacy. The following may file their
certificate of candidacy with the University Student Electoral Board within the
first week of the election period: *

a.) A pona fide student running independently shall file their candidacy
for only one position. Those filing certificates of candidacy under two or more
positions shall be disqualified;

b.) A political pariy shall file the candidacy of the students running under
its slate. Provided,*that such party can only file one certificate of candidacy for
each position in the University Student Council. If the party files excess ,
candidates for a position, the excess candidates for that position shall be
disqualified. The USEB shall select at random the excess candidates to be-
disqualified. For purposes of this Code a political party shall be composed of two
or more University-based or college-based student organizations, and should be
duly recognized by Office of Student Activities (OSA);

Section 2. Supporting Documents. Simultaneously with the filing of his
ceitificate of cancidacy, the candidate, or the party that he belongs to, shall
submit to the University Student Electoral Board the following, within the time
provided by the USEB:

a.) a certification, duly signed by the Dean (or his duly authorized
representative) of the coliege/unit where he is primarily enrolled that he .
has not been found guilty in any disciplinary case of any act involving
moral turpitude as defined in the Revised Penal Code; "

b)) a certification, duly signed by the College Secretary (or his duly-
authorized representative) of the college/unit where he is orimarily
enrolled during the semester of the elections, that he is in good academic
standing; g

c) a certification, duly signed by the College Secretary (or his duly-
authorized representative) of the college/unit where he is primarily
enrolled, that he is currently carrying the normal load prescribed by his
college/ unit. -
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